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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
The next PCMR
Committee Meeting
will be on August 20, 2018 at
7:00 p.m. at the
Pastoral Center.
Please call to confirm your
attendance 215-587-3540

The Office for Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees
wishes you a blessed summer.

ARCHBISHOP COLUMN
A GREAT NATION, IF WE ACT ACCORDINGLY
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
June 22, 2018
“President Trump on Wednesday [June 20] walked back his policy of separating immigrant children from their parents at the border that had united most of America in opposition . . . In classic
Trumpian fashion, the President took credit for reversing a policy he previously said he couldn’t
reverse . . . But this was a problem of his own creation, and ‘zero tolerance’ is part of it.”
-- Wall Street Journal, lead editorial, June 21
President Donald Trump has a gift for creating turmoil. His eccentric leadership style – fluid on details, thriving on
criticism, unapologetic about mistakes and contradictions -- often works to his advantage by enraging his opponents and
entertaining the masses. He’s built a career by capitalizing on enemies who underestimate him.
But there’s a human cost to political theater that can be inexcusably ugly, especially when it’s paid by children.
The administration’s most recent blunder – separating children from their parents caught illegally entering the country – was
both stupid and destructive, and the storm of anger it sparked, warranted.
Some background is in order. Last month, acting on a new “zero tolerance” White House policy toward immigrants illegally
entering the country, the Justice Department determined that all persons detained illegally crossing the border should be
prosecuted as criminals. But many undocumented immigrants travel as families. They arrive with children, and a 1997
court decree (the Flores settlement) forbids the detention of minors. Thus, a different government agency (HHS) took charge
of the children – totaling about 2,300 -- while their parents were readied for deportation. This turned into a media disaster
for the administration. On June 20, Trump issued an executive order reuniting children and their families during their
processing.
The worst part of this story, however, is that it’s simply the latest chapter in an endless and often hypocritical struggle by
both political parties over the details of immigration reform. The wrangling has been going on for many years. And the
result is always the same: gridlock and mutual recrimination.
A year ago in this space, I wrote about the arrest and detention of the mother of Jaime L., a student at one of our
Philadelphia-area Catholic schools. Jaime and his brother were born in the United States and have American citizenship;
his parents were not, and thus were “illegals.” Jaime’s mother was stopped on her way to work one morning by immigration
authorities, arrested, detained, and ultimately deported. Yet despite hundreds of painful stories like Jaime’s; thousands of
families split apart by the deportation of a mother or father or both; and immense publicity about the plight of “Dreamers” –
i.e., the 1.8 million young adults brought to the United States illegally as children who have grown up here and know no other home – nothing substantially has changed about our immigration laws in the last 12 months, or in the last 24 or 36 or 48.
The Trump presidency has aggravated the frictions inherent to this issue, but there’s plenty of blame to go around. The
responsibility for fixing our immigration problems has always resided with Congress, not the White House, and over the past
decade both political parties have excelled at the kind of calculating, partisan obstructionism that makes a fix impossible.
We’re better than this as a nation. And if we really want to "make America great again,"with a moral character that proves
it, then the people who make and apply our laws need to act accordingly.
###
Editor’s Note: Columns will be published each week on www.CatholicPhilly.com and can also be found at http://
archphila.org/archbishop-chaput/statements/statements.php.
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RESOURCES
Free Summer Meals for Philadelphia Children
Do your children receive meals at school during the school year? Are you concerned about providing them healthy meals throughout the
summer months?
Nutritional Development Services makes meals available in most sections of Philadelphia and many suburban counties. All children and
teens 18 years and under can receive meals at no cost.
The 2018 Summer Meals Program runs from Monday, June 18-Friday, August 24. Sites may participate for a portion or all of the
timeframe.
For information on starting a summer meal site for children, call 215-895-3470, option 1
June, July and August Newsletters:
Free Summer Meals for Philadelphia Children
In need of healthy meals for your children while school is out of session?
Nutritional Development Services makes meals available in most sections of Philadelphia and many suburban counties. All children and
teens 18 years and under can receive meals at no cost.
The 2018 Summer Meals Program runs from Monday, June 18-Friday, August 24.
To find a site near you, call the toll-free Philly Summer Meals Hotline: 1-855-252-MEAL (6325) or text “FOOD” to 877877.
Call NDS at 215-895-3470 option 1 or visit the searchable map at www. www.phillysummermeals.org

Visit our page, "
“like it” and share with us in the virtual world.

www.facebook.com/pcmrphilly

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s official Catholic news outlet, offers
Archbishop Charles Chaput’s O.F.M cap weekly column.



To read Archbishop Chaput’s column visit http://bit.ly/2usoOpk
 Explore CatholicPhilly.com

Send the information for August 2018 issue no later than July 30 , 2018 to: madavis@archphila.org or
pherrera@archphila.org

