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A peace without a Cross is not 

the peace of Jesus. True peace 

is not man-made but a gift of 

the Holy Spirit. 

OFFICE FOR PASTORAL CARE FOR MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES  
       222 N. 17th Street,  Philadelphia, Pa 19103 

Office Director 

Matt Davis 
 

Contact information 
 

215-587-3540 
 

215-587-3561 (Fax) 
 

madavis@archphila.org 
 

www.migrantsandrefugeesphilly.org 
 

https://facebook.com/pcmrphilly/ 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

The next PCMR  
Committee Meeting  
will be on May15th,  

7:00 p.m. at the  
Pastoral Center. 

 

 

Please call to confirm your  
attendance 215-587-3540  

 

July 

17 

 

Building Intercultural Competence  

for Ministers (BICM) Training 

The Catholic Church in the United States is rapidly growing in diversity.  This  
dynamic and  thoughtful training explores valuable tools for ministry in an  

intercultural setting. Priests, religious, sisters, lay leaders, and  Archdiocesan 
staff are all encouraged to attend this 5 week training! 

Archdiocesan Pastoral Center,  Auditorium 
222 N 17th Street, Philadelphia, PA  19103 

 

Wednesdays  -  7:00 PM - 9:30 PM 

June 

14 
Module 1 - ISSUES OF DIVERSITY 

June 

21 

June 

28 

July  

5 

July 

12 

Module 2 - UNDERSTANDING CULTURE 

Module 3 - INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION 

Module 4 - OBSTACLES TO INTERCULTURAL RELATIONS 

Module 5 - ECCLESIAL INTEGRATION VS. ASSIMILATION 

 

Space is limited. Please register by June 1st  

 215-667-2820  or rbarrios@archphila.org 
Registration is $25.00 (Book and materials included for all 5 days) 
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When you need something done, you ask 

someone who gives a bold yes. Mary's 

yes led to Jesus, the one who ultimately 

satisfies our desires. 

 

And that’s why we’re asking Mary to 

takeover. 

 

Archbishop Chaput will dedicate the 

youth & young adults in Philadelphia to 

Mary, a woman whose courage changed 

the world. 

 

Those who ask, receive - and we’re      

asking for it all. The Queen Takeover will 

be a Mass like we know it, but with a  

little extra hustle. 

 

Because when you need something done 

right, you ask Mary. 

 
Where:  

Cathedral Basilica of 
Saints Peter & Paul  

 18th Street & Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway 

 
When:  

Sunday, October 8th, 2017 

Mass: 6:30pm 
 

Who:  
You & your friends, plus Ike 

Ndolo & Bobby Hill. 

http://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=79c625f89dff29ffbe2d0d5a3&id=04c36222a0&e=bb3fe5e103
http://facebook.us15.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=79c625f89dff29ffbe2d0d5a3&id=972c9459d9&e=bb3fe5e103
http://facebook.us15.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=79c625f89dff29ffbe2d0d5a3&id=972c9459d9&e=bb3fe5e103
http://facebook.us15.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=79c625f89dff29ffbe2d0d5a3&id=972c9459d9&e=bb3fe5e103
http://facebook.us15.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=79c625f89dff29ffbe2d0d5a3&id=972c9459d9&e=bb3fe5e103
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HARD CASES MAKE BAD LAW; BAD LAW MAKES HARD CASES 
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 

May 30, 2017 

 

 “Hard cases make bad law:” It’s a legal principle in U.S. court decisions that dates back at least 170 years.  Its origin 

may go back even further, to Roman jurisprudence.  The idea behind it makes sense.  Laws should be made for the 

benefit of the general population.  They should reflect and regulate normal circumstances.  Good law is not based on 

exceptions – and especially not exceptions wrapped in emotion.  The law should embody sound reasoning rooted in a 

desire for justice, not warm feelings. 

  The trouble comes when a good principle meets complicated reality.   It comes when “exceptions” become more the 

rule and less and less exceptional, and when enforcing a law does more damage than it fixes.  Here’s an example. 

 

   Jaime L. (name changed) is a student at one of our Philadelphia-area parish schools.  He and his younger brother 

were both born in the United States.  Thus both are U.S. citizens.  Earlier this month their parents’ car was stopped on 

the way to dropping Jaime at school.  Their mother – an undocumented worker – was arrested on the spot by immigra-

tion authorities and transferred to a detention facility in York, PA.   

  

  The mother has no criminal record.  She speaks little English.  She has little understanding of the proceedings she 

now faces.  Her family is now in turmoil.  Her husband has the burden of trying to find legal help for his wife while 

caring for their children alone and working a full-time job to support them.  The parish is providing as much support to 

the family as it can, but the prospects for the mother are not good. 

 

  So where am I going with this story?  On the surface, it sounds like just another emotional appeal to set aside a neces-

sary law in the name of “compassion.”  But that’s not my point.  Every nation has a duty to regulate its borders and 

protect its own citizens.  No sovereign state can legitimately do otherwise.  We elect our representatives to serve our 

needs, and they make our immigration laws to ensure our public health and security.   

  

  Jaime’s mother broke the law.  She may deserve special consideration – any sensible person should see that she does; 

she’s not a violent felon, not a hardened criminal, and two young American citizens urgently depend on her care – but 

just as importantly, the law itself, the law that currently incarcerates her, is broken.  It’s not just, and not effective.  

Despite nearly two decades of posturing, hand-wringing and name-calling, neither of our political parties has success-

fully reformed our immigration system.  The cost for that gridlock is being paid by children like Jaime L. and his 

brother, and tens of thousands of other innocents just like them. 

 

  With 11 million “illegals” in the United States – the great majority with no criminal record or intent -- Jaime’s moth-

er is not an exception.  Hard cases like hers are now too common to count or ignore.  Immigration arrests are happen-

ing all over the United States and within our own archdiocese.  The broken families they leave behind are a social dis-

aster, not just now but in the years to come as the citizen-children of deportees grow to adulthood.  If hard cases make 

bad law, the evidence is irrefutable that bad law makes hard cases; cases of real suffering with human faces. 

  

  Earlier this week we celebrated Memorial Day, the unofficial beginning of summer.  For many of us, our thoughts 

will be turning to the shore, warm weather, vacation, relaxation and time with our families.   

 

  That won’t be happening for Jaime and his family.  We need to remember them in our prayers.  And we need to de-

mand a better grasp of justice and common sense from the people who make our laws. 

 

Editor’s Note: Columns will be published each week on www.CatholicPhilly.com and can also be found at http://

archphila.org/archbishop-chaput/statements/statements.php. 

http://www.CatholicPhilly.com
http://archphila.org/archbishop-chaput/statements/statements.php
http://archphila.org/archbishop-chaput/statements/statements.php


 

OTHER EVENTS 

 

May God Bless Deacon Bill Bradley with an excellent health and enrich his re-
tirement life with happiness and pride in his future achievements and             
endeavors! 
On behalf of the Office for Cultural Ministries, CONGRATULATIONS on your re-
tirement and THANK YOU for being an example of faith, fraternity and courage to 
us and others. 



 

RESOURCES 

 

Send information for the June issue no later than June 26, 2017 to:  

 madavis@archphila.org 

Summer Meals for Children 

 
“Do your children receive meals during the school year? Are you concerned about provi- 
ding them with healthy meals during the summer months?  
 

Nutritional Development Services of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia makes meals available in most 
sections of Philadelphia and in many suburban counties, too. All children and teens 18 years and    
under can receive lunch at NO cost. 2017 Summer Meal program runs from June 19- August 
25th. Sites may participate for the full program or a portion of it.” 
 

For information on starting a summer meal site for children, call  215-895-3470, option 1 

 


